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Clare Rowan (Warwick)
The lead tokens of Roman Ephesus

Similar to several other major cities in the Roman Empire (e.g. Rome, Athens), lead tokens are found in
Ephesus in relatively high numbers. This talk explores the peculiar characteristics of tokens from Ephesus, as
well as what information they reveal about the city in the second and third centuries AD. Lead tokens carry
the names of magistrates in the city, and reference civic identity, Roman culture, as well as practices of elite
euergetism. Some tokens may have also travelled; if so, they likely reveal religious and festival networks.
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